The City of Galena Park

City Commission Meeting

[Date: October 4, 2016

A regular meeting of the City Commission of the City of Galena Park was held at City Hall in the
Council Chambers, Tuesday evening at 6:00 P.M. on October 4, 2016.

Present were: Esmeralda Moya Mayor
Rodney Chersky Commissioner
Oscar Silva, Jr. Commissioner
Eric Broussard Commissioner
Barry Ponder Commissioner
Mayra Gonzales City Secretary
Robert Collins City Attorney

Mayor called meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.
Mayor Moya led the invocation
Pledge of Allegiance.

Consideration and possible approval of the minutes of the 2016-2017 budget public
hearing on September 20, 2016 and regular meeting on September 20, 2016.
Commissioner Chersky moved to approve the minutes of the 2016-2017 budget public
hearing on September 20, 2016 and regular meeting on September 20, 2016.
Commissioner Ponder, 2"...Commissioner Broussard stated that he had a question about
the minutes. Commissioner Broussard stated that item #5 Commissioner Silva asked if
there were any kind of itemized statement for the billing that he billed for the city. Mayor
Moya called on the city secretary and the city secretary stated that all she had was an
invoice. Commissioner Silva asked if it was just an invoice and not broken down and Ms.
Gonzales stated no sir. Commissioner Silva asked if the item could be tabled for he would
like to get more information and not vote on something he does not know what we are
paying for....Mayor Moya asked Commissioner Broussard if he would like to amend the
minutes. Commissioner Broussard stated no he had a question on the minutes.
Commissioner Broussard stated that Commissioner Silva made a motion to table Robert
Collins charges. Commissioner Broussard, 2" and Mayor Moya called for the vote...
Commissioner Chersky...Nay, Commissioner Silva...Aye, Mayor Moya... Nay,
Commissioner Broussard ... Aye, Commissioner Ponder...Aye...Motion Carried... 2 Ayes
and 3 Nays. Commissioner Broussard stated that it was three ayes to table it. Mayor Moya
stated no it was not. Ms. Gonzales stated that it was a typo, 3 people voted Nay to not
table it and 2 people voted Aye to table it. Ms. Gonzales stated that it was a typo, that Mr.
Ponder voted Nay. Ms. Gonzales stated that if they would like they can approve the
minutes with the correction or table the minutes until it is corrected. Mayor Moya stated
that Commissioner Broussard can hear the recording if he would like. Mayor Moya called
for the vote for the approval of the minutes of the 2016-2017 budget public hearing on
September 20, 2016 and regular meeting on September 20, 2016, with the correction :
Commissioner Chersky...Aye, Commissioner Silva...Aye, Mayor Moya...Aye,
Commissioner Broussard... Aye, Commissioner Ponder...Aye...5 Ayes...Motion Carried.
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Consideration and possible approval of the accounts payable through October 4, 2016.
Commissioner Chersky moved to approve the accounts payable through October 4, 2016.
Commissioner Ponder, 2". Mayor Moya called for the vote: Commissioner Chersky...Aye,
Commissioner Silva...Aye, Mayor Moya... Aye, Commissioner Broussard ... Aye,
Commissioner Ponder...Aye...5 Ayes...Motion Carried.

Consideration and possible approval of Resolution R10-2016- Resolution setting the 2016
Tax rate for the City of Galena Park. Commissioner Chersky moved to approve Resolution
R10-2016- Resolution setting the 2016 Tax rate for the City of Galena Park. Commissioner
Ponder, 2". Commissioner Ponder asked if the tax rate stays the same. Mayor Moya
stated yes. Mayor Moya called for the vote: Commissioner Chersky...Aye, Commissioner
Silva...Aye, Mayor Moya... Aye, Commissioner Broussard ... Aye, Commissioner
Ponder...Aye... 5 Ayes..Motion Carried.

Consideration and possible approval of Resolution R11-2016- Resolution setting
exemptions for fiscal year 2016-2017 for the City of Galena Park. Commissioner Chersky
moved to approve Resolution R11-2016- Resolution setting exemptions for fiscal year
2016-2017 for the City of Galena Park. Commissioner Broussard, 2". Ms. Gonzales stated
it was for the tax exemptions. Commissioner Broussard asked if the maximum tax
exemption has changed in the last few years. Ms. Gonzales called on Sheila Hilton, Tax
Accessor- Collector. Ms. Hilton stated no it has not changed and this includes over 65 and
disability. Mayor Moya called for the vote: Commissioner Chersky...Aye, Commissioner
Silva...Aye, Mayor Moya... Aye, Commissioner Broussard ... Aye, Commissioner
Ponder...Aye... 5 Ayes..Motion Carried.

Consideration and possible approval of the purchase of a one year contract with
Swiftreach Mass Notification System for $ 5500.00 funded in whole by the Galena Park
LEPC. Commissioner Chersky moved to approve the purchase of a one year contract with
Swiftreach Mass Notification System for $ 5500.00 funded in whole by the Galena Park
LEPC. Commissioner Ponder 2"...Commissioner Broussard asked Commissioner
Chersky if he could explain this to him. Mayor Moya stated that is Commissioner Silva’s
department and asked if he would explain. Commissioner Silva stated it was her and
Barry running it, she could read it. Mayor Moya called on Chief Mata. Chief Mata stated
that if the council would allow him, he would go get Sgt. Scroggins to explain, it was
emergency management. Chief Gregory stated that he could explain to the council a little
bit about it. Chief Gregory stated that it was a reverse 911 system if something is going on
it would mass notify everyone in the city. Commissioner Broussard asked if people have
to register for it. Chief Gregory stated that question he did not know the answer too.
Commissioner Ponder stated that his understanding from Sgt. Scroggins is that if you
have a land line it will automatically notify you, but if you have a cell phone you must
register. Commissioner Chersky asked how is this system different from the system we
currently have. Chief Gregory stated that he wasn’t sure, but on the last explosion that
there was, many people did not get notified. Commissioner Ponder stated that maybe it is
something they can put on the water bill to inform people. Sgt. Scroggins stated that
Galena Park LEPC has agreed to pay for the program that is a mass notification system
that you sign up for. Sgt. Scroggins stated it would text your phone, put it on Facebook
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and twitter and notify you. Commissioner Broussard asked how do we advertise it. Sgt.
Scroggins stated that LEPC is providing $500.00 for publicity to advertise. Mayor Moya
called for the vote: Commissioner Chersky...Aye, Commissioner Silva...Aye, Mayor
Moya... Aye, Commissioner Broussard ... Aye, Commissioner Ponder...Aye... 5
Ayes..Motion Carried.

Consideration and possible approval of the 17'" Street asphalt project in the amount of $
38,287.50. Commissioner Chersky moved to approve the 17" Street asphalt project in the
amount of $ 38,287.50. Commissioner Ponder, 2"Y, Commissioner Chersky stated that he
thought this was done. Mayor Moya stated that the sewage was done and now they have
to do the top of the street. Mayor Moya called for the vote: Commissioner Chersky...Aye,
Commissioner Silva...Aye, Mayor Moya... Aye, Commissioner Broussard ... Aye,
Commissioner Ponder...Aye... 5 Ayes...Motion Carried.

Consideration and possible approval of the full time employment of Cassandra Gomez as
telecommunications operator-Police Department. Commissioner Chersky moved to
approve full time employment of Cassandra Gomez as telecommunications operator-
Police Department. Commissioner Ponder, 2". Mayor Moya called for the vote:
Commissioner Chersky...Aye, Commissioner Silva...Aye, Mayor Moya... Aye,
Commissioner Broussard ... Aye, Commissioner Ponder...Aye... 5 Ayes...Motion Carried.

Consideration and possible approval of changing the employment status of Troy Mason
and Gabriel Perez from part time to full time employment —Fire Department. Commissioner
Chersky moved to approve of changing the employment status of Troy Mason and Gabriel
Perez from part time to full time employment —Fire Department. Commissioner Ponder,
27, Mayor Moya called for the vote: Commissioner Chersky...Aye, Commissioner
Silva...Aye, Mayor Moya... Aye, Commissioner Broussard ... Aye, Commissioner
Ponder...Aye... 5 Ayes...Motion Carried.

Consideration and possible approval of the part time employment of Rogelio Rivas as
Firefighter/EMT-Fire Department. Commissioner Chersky moved to approve the part time
employment of Rogelio Rivas as Firefighter/EMT-Fire Department. Commissioner Ponder,
2", Mayor Moya called for the vote: Commissioner Chersky...Aye, Commissioner
Silva...Aye, Mayor Moya... Aye, Commissioner Broussard ... Aye, Commissioner
Ponder...Aye... 5 Ayes...Motion Carried.

Consideration and possible approval of the full time employment of John Willey, Jr. as
Firefighter/EMT-Fire Department. Commissioner Chersky moved to approve the full time
employment of John Willey, Jr. as Firefighter/EMT-Fire Department. Commissioner
Ponder, 2", Mayor Moya called for the vote: Commissioner Chersky...Aye, Commissioner
Silva...Aye, Mayor Moya... Aye, Commissioner Broussard ... Aye, Commissioner
Ponder...Aye... 5 Ayes...Motion Carried. Chief Gregory stated that Mr. Willey is fluent in
sign language and it is great to have him on board.

Consideration and possible approval of Michael Morales as a volunteer- Fire Department.
Commissioner Chersky moved to approve Michael Morales as a volunteer- Fire
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Department. Commissioner Ponder, 2". Mayor Moya called for the vote: Commissioner
Chersky...Aye, Commissioner Silva...Aye, Mayor Moya... Aye, Commissioner Broussard
... Aye, Commissioner Ponder...Aye... 5 Ayes...Motion Carried.

Xv. Consideration and possible approval of changing the employment status of Luis Cruz
from part time to full time employment- Grounds Maintenance. Commissioner Chersky
moved to approve changing the employment status of Luis Cruz from part time to full time
employment- Grounds Maintenance. Commissioner Ponder, 2", Mayor Moya called for the
vote: Commissioner Chersky...Aye, Commissioner Silva...Aye, Mayor Moya... Aye,
Commissioner Broussard ... Aye, Commissioner Ponder...Aye... 5 Ayes...Motion Carried.

Commissioner Broussard made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Ponder,
2nd ... Mayor Moya called for the vote: Commissioner Chersky....Aye, Commissioner
Silva... Aye, Mayor Moya...Aye, Commissioner Broussard...Aye, Commissioner
Ponder...Aye...Vote: 5 Ayes... Motion Carried.

Meeting Adjourn at 6:20 p.m.




